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COMMENTS
This review aimed to assess the impact of the use of disposable masks on the incidence of wound infections during operations. Only three trials were included, and no statistical differences were found between the groups. The types of surgery addressed by the trials include gynecological, obstetric and urological operations with the potential for contamination that might influence the results, since the gynecological and urological tracts may contain bacterial flora similar to what is found in the nasopharynx and oropharynx. Moreover, the type of mask used and the way in which the mask is used may be factors that increase the degree of contamination, and this was not described in the trials. The review puts forward reflections about the use of surgical masks in gynecological, obstetric and urological operations, but the results are limited and cannot be extrapolated to other types of surgery and procedures. For now, the data from this meta-analysis are insufficient to recommend not using disposable surgical masks as a way of reducing the incidence of surgical wound infections. 
